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acter of die Republicans that they were determined to free themselves
from the perils of abolition. The wealthy might flee insurrection and
need not fear the competition of freed Negroes. Poor men, however,
must stay with their scant acres and dare the possible social revolution
and a degrading economic struggle with the erstwhile slaves. In the
election the majority of them seem to have voted for Breckinridge, but
now the Douglas men and numerous Bell men joined forces with their
traditional foes.
The Democratic party leaders, high and low, had yielded to this
pressure almost instantly. They quickly saw in the hysteria a variety
of opportunities. Secession, they thought, would inaugurate a new
order. It would not only provide security and economic advantage to
the South but also make new places of honor and power. Those who
had not satisfied their ambitious desires for office under the old order
saw a new chance. The bankrupt and debt-burdened saw a new free-
dom. The restless and adventurous saw attractive opportunities inherent
in change. There was everything to attract daring and vigorous leader-
ship.
Despite the widespread hysteria, there was much opposition to the
revolution. But the many opponents of immediate secession were
handicapped by the shortness of the campaigns and by lack of organiza-
tion. The fact that a number of the opposition party leaders were un-
certain or were joining the secession stampede meant that those who
wished to fight the move had no party machinery at hand such as the
secessionists found in the Democratic state organizations. There was
, no time to build a new party or to find men to make effective rebuttals
in the secession mass meetings which were the principal propaganda
centers. Scattered rural populations in days of such inadequate trans-
portation could not be covered by just a few speakers, and there were
not many effective ones who were willing or able to work for the cause
of delay. The conservatives were not temperamentally fitted to cope
with fire eaters on the hustings.
The opponents of secession generally sought to rally behind delaying
devices. They tried to persuade the voters to elect men who would ar-
range for interstate consultation and cooperation. They pointed out the
dangers of separate state action. Only a united South could achieve the